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brain stimulation (DBS) is one of the most promising treatments for movement disorders. Over the
past decade, numerous papers have been published that provide a comprehensive overview of the

techniques, mechanisms of action, and effects of this new therapy on patients with Parkinson's
disease (PD). However, deep brain stimulation was not widely used before the 1990s due to the lack

of both appropriate surgical targets and appropriate devices for stimulation. Advances in
understanding the physiology of PD and in understanding the exact mechanisms of action of DBS are

slowly permitting the use of DBS in other disease conditions. This review provides a historical
background to DBS
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